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LED court the highlight of a ‘game changer’
Cutting-edge amenity among features at 5959 Yonge condo that promises to deliver people, presence
RYAN STARR
SPECIAL TO THE STAR

A cutting-edge condo amenity soon to be
introduced in the GTA has the luxury of
nine lives — maybe more.
It will be the world’s first convertible and
multi-purpose LED-lit sports court in a
condominium tower, and it’s destined for
5959 Yonge St. — a two-tower, mixed-use
development now in the planning stages
for the east side of Yonge St. at Cummer
Ave.
“Whatever your heart desires is in one
room,” says Honey Ghods, vice-president
of business development at Ghods Builders Inc., her family’s firm and builder of the
5959 Yonge project. At the touch of a button, pre-drawn, illuminated lines appear
on the court’s glass floor to set the boundaries for your sport of choice, whether it’s
basketball, volleyball, soccer, squash or
badminton.
Best of all for condo purchasers wary of
paying excessive fees: the LED-lit court is
low-maintenance.
“It’s not timber,” she notes. “So it doesn’t
need to be sanded.”
The initial wave of development at 5959
Yonge will include two towers and 40,000
square feet of shared amenity space on
four floors. Plans also call for 15,000 square
feet of boutique-style retail space along
Yonge St.
With additional buildings coming in subCARLOS OSORIO/TORONTO STAR
sequent phases, 5959 Yonge will be the
largest project Ghods Builders has ever From left: Ghasem Ghods, president and founder of Ghods Builders Inc.; his daughter Honey, vice-president of business development and Rosa
undertaken. “But we can handle it,” says Ghods, vice-president and co-founder, stand on a LED-lit, convertible sports court that is the first of its kind.
Ghasem Ghods, company president and
founder who launched his company in “Whatever your
use, with a stable of high-profile, Toronto
Suites at 5959 Yonge are planned to
1979 in Texas, then moved to Toronto in
megaprojects, including Hullmark Cen- range in size from 510-square-foot, one1985, where he started in the Canadian heart desires is tre at Yonge and Sheppard, World on bedroom units to 670-square-foot twohousing market as a custom homebuilder.
Yonge (north of Steeles), and the Festival bedroom-plus-den units. Units can be
in one room.”
As well as introduce a state-of-the-art
Tower-TIFF Bell Lightbox complex combined to create layouts just over 1,000
HONEY GHODS
sports amenity, 5959 Yonge promises to VICE-PRESIDENT,
downtown.
square feet. (The penthouses have not yet
inject people and a presence to the city’s BUSINESS
“We’re getting pretty good at putting been released for sale.) There will be
main artery in the stretch between Finch DEVELOPMENT,
mixed-use buildings together,” Korman townhomes at the eastern portion of the
and Steeles Aves. “This project is going to GHODS BUILDERS
says with some understatement, noting site that will tie the physical profile of the
be a game-changer,” says architect Clifford INC.
that these vertical neighbourhoods can project in with the scale of the existing
Korman, a principal with project designer
often be the same size as a small town. neighbourhood.
Kirkor Architects & Planners.
“It’s a whole community in one building,
Pre-drawn LED-lit lines and boundaries
LED continued on H6
Kirkor Architects are masters of mixedin one built-form.”
appear when selected on the ball court.
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AQUAVISTA Signature Collection.
Take your lifestyle to the next level. The AQUAVISTA Signature Collection offers luxurious
lakeside living and breathtaking views without stepping foot outside of the city. These
exclusive residences feature open concept gourmet kitchens, soaring ceiling heights and
many with luxurious lakeside terraces. Experience this next wave in waterfront living.
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Priced from $1 million to over $3 million.*
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