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See what’s available — and for how
much — with a selection of GTA Open
Houses compiled by Allison Harness.

World comes to live, play in Markham
Pan Am Games brings
a global focus to city ranked
as Canada’s most diverse

Vicky
Sanderson

Dovercourt
Location: 71Bristol Ave.,
Davenport Rd. and Dufferin St.
Type: two-storey detached;
3 bedrooms; 3 bathrooms
Asking price: $889,000
Open house: Sat. Jan. 24 and Sun.
Jan. 25, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Jim Emilson, Royal LePage Estate Realty, Brokerage, 416-6905100; jimemilson.com

Lawrence Park
Location: 4 Sunnydene Cres.,
Bayview Ave. and Blythwood Rd.
Type: detached, four-level side-split;
3 + 1bedrooms; 4 bathrooms
Asking price: $1,988,000
Open house: Sun. Jan 25, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Sue Mills, The Mills
Team, Royal LePage Signature Realty,
Brokerage, 416-443-0300; 4Sunnydene.com; TheMillsTeam.ca

Erin
Location:10 George St.,
Trafalgar Rd. N. and George St.
Type: two-storey detached;
4 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms
Asking price: $499,900
Open house: Sat. Jan. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Steve Bulatovic, Sutton
Group Realty Systems Inc., Brokerage,
905-896-3333; stevebulatovic.ca

Highland Creek
Location: 88 Chartway Blvd.,
Ellesmere Rd. and Conlins Rd.
Type: two-storey detached; 4 + 2 bedrooms, 5 bathrooms
Asking price: $999,800
Open house: Sat. Jan. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Sophia Tan, Prudential
Achievers Realty, Brokerage, 416-4391660; sophiatan.com

Street-level snapshot: In the
middle of a weekday afternoon, a
steady and impressive flow of traffic
snakes in and out of an unnamed
shopping centre set in a parcel of
yet-to-be-developed land at the
corner of Hwy. 7 and Cochrane Dr.,
in Markham.
It’s an apt metaphor for the region’s bustling growth.
“This is a very dynamic community that’s expanding constantly —
new homes and condos, new retailers — and all the perks that come
with these additions,” says Evelina
Ozimek, manager of décor store
Mobilia, which has a location in the
centre.
Population in Markham is exploding — in growth and diversity —
having jumped 15.3 per cent between 2006 and 2011, according to
Statistics Canada. Over 70 per cent
of residents are part of a visible
minority, and 58 per cent are immigrants.
The city of Markham’s popular
mayor, Frank Scarpitti, is proud it
has become a population magnet for
what he describes as highly skilled,
educated and entrepreneurial new
Canadians.
A bigger tax base is one benefit;
Scarpitti points out businesses that
began in basements have become
significant regional employers.
Diversity also delivers a social
return on investment to the community by breaking down barriers
early, he adds.
“Kids go to school together, they
play together,” he says. “They’re on
soccer, hockey, basketball teams
together. They learn that while their
family traditions may be different,
they’re really just the same.”
Diversity has also led to a richly
woven community fabric, says Scarpitti.
“We see that reflected in the variety of cultural and religious events
there are, and in the restaurants,” he
says.
“You really can explore the world
in Markham.”
Home decor hot spot: It’s fitting
that Mobilia is the product of a wave
of entrepreneurial immigrants to
Canada — another, earlier wave that
followed the Second World War.
Hans, father of current president
Johannes Kau, came to came to
Canada in 1959.
Experience gained with cargo
shipping logistics for Lufthansa, an
inability to find good contemporary
furniture for his Montreal apartment and a well-timed trip to a
furniture fair in Stockholm culminated in, less than a decade later, his
own furniture store.
Now there are eight Mobilia stores
across Ontario and Quebec, with a
mix of imported contemporary
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Contemporary, minimalist design draws a range of suburban customers, says Mobilia manager Evelina Ozimek.

esthetic in other products,” says
Kau. “Phones, cars, fashion —
they’re all sleek now.”

“They learn that while their
family traditions may be
different, they’re really just
the same.”
FRANK SCARPITTI
MARKHAM MAYOR ABOUT
DIVERSITY BENEFITS

design, including a “convertibles”
line of Italian-made, customizable
bed/living furniture perfect for
small spaces (more on that soon).
Quebec-based design talent is
represented by the likes of Harricana’s line of ottomans trimmed with
recycled fur, and with illuminating
lighting by designers at Lambert et
Fils Studio.
Only a latte-sipping elitist would
think this sleekly “modern mix
would appeal only to urbanites,”
jokes Kau, whose business expansion plan for the next few years will
focus on more non-urban sites.
Ozimek, the manager, agrees and
says her suburban clients run the
demographic gamut.
“They’re mostly families going
through their life-cycle — from
young couples starting their life, to
couples with kids in high school and
families that are downsizing.”
You don’t need to be downtown to
see the beauty of modern design,
adds Kau.
“Customers everywhere are used
to that contemporary, more minimalist look because they see the

Where to live: One of the most
talked-about projects is the ambitious 243-acre Downtown Markham development at Warden Ave.
and Hwy. 7 that will combine highdensity housing, retail, commercial
and other mixed-use structures.
It will include the Signature Condominium Collection: two condo
towers, one of which will devote
seven floors to a 214-suite Marriott
Hotel, and another eight to condos.
A second tower will have 156 units.
Developed by The Remington
Group and designed by Quadrangle
Architect prices for Signature suites,
which will be ready for occupancy in
2018, start in the mid-$200,000s.
Where to play: This year’s Pan Am
& Parapan American Games in the
Greater Toronto Area has resulted
in the brand-spanking-new Atos
Markham Pan Am/Parapan Am
Centre. It boasts a triple gymnasium, Olympic-sized swimming pool
and courts designed for international badminton, table tennis and
volleyball. The community can
make use of an integrated two-level
fitness centre, located next-door to
the Unionville GO station.
For intellectual exercise, the Flato
Markham Theatre hosts a mix of
local acts, community theatre, plus
bigger stars such as singers Jann
Arden and Nikki Yanofsky.
Where to eat: Asked to name a
favourite eatery, Ozimek has to
decline. “There are so many — from
Chinese, to Italian or sushi . . . and
great wine bars!”
One spot of note is Tenon Vegetarian Cuisine, on Kennedy Rd., just
south of Hwy. 7, which makes affordable Thai vegetarian cuisine for
both eat-in and takeout, and was

Population in Markham has jumped
15.3 per cent between 2006 and
2011, according to Statistics Canada.

> STREET NUMBERS

1
Markham’s position on list of
diverse communities in Canada

57.2
Percentage of Markham’s population (2011 Census) with a first
language other than English or
French

77
Percentage of immigrant population from Asia

900
Number of high-tech/life sciences companies in Markham

3,345
Size, in square metres, of the new
Atos Centre triple gymnasium

once named by PETA as a top-10
vegan eatery.
For healthy, higher-end prepared
foods, try the new Whole Foods, at
Hwy. 7 just east of Warden Ave.,
where you can also actually book a
personal store tour.
More from Vicky Sanderson at
thestar.com/life/vicky_sandersons_on_the_house. Also the DIY editor
for Reno and Decor magazine, Vicky is
on Twitter: @vickysanderson or email
vswriter@sympatico.ca.

> 5959 YONGE ST.
CONDOS
Location: 5959 Yonge St., south of
Cummer Ave.
Developer: Ghods Builders
Architect: Kirkor Architects
& Planners
Development: 2 towers; more in
future phases.
Units: 500 suites in the first
43-storey tower; from 510 sq. ft. to
1,000+ sq. ft.
Price: From $288,900
Info: 5959yonge.com;
info@5959yonge.com

Mount Pleasant West
Location:119 Merton St., Unit 223,
Yonge St. and Merton St.
Type: loft condo unit in a midrise building; 2 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms
Asking price: $569,900
Open house: Sat. Jan. 24 and Sun.
Jan. 25, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Erica Reddy, Royal LePage Signature Realty, Brokerage, 416443-0300; TorontoRealEstateNetwork.com
A green living wall is planned for the two-storey lobby.

Amenities ‘invite nature in’ at 5959 Yonge project
LED from H1

Mississauga City Centre
Location: 3525 Kariya Dr., #510,
Hurontario St. and Burnhamthorpe
Rd. W.
Type: condo unit in a highrise building;
1bedroom, 1bathroom
Asking price: $237,900
Open house: Sat. Jan. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Listing agent: Rick Watson, Coldwell
Banker R.M.R. Real Estate, Brokerage,
905-728-9414; cbrmr.com.
Compiled from publicly available information. Please contact listing agent
to confirm before attending any open
house. Send upcoming open house
listings to soldhome@rogers.

The initial two residential towers at
5959 Yonge will be rolled out for sale
one at a time. The first 43 storeytower will have 500 units with prices
starting at $288,900.
The first two levels of the condo
building are dubbed “Club 5959” and
amenities will include — in addition
to the LED sports court — a full-size,
10-pin bowling alley, media room,
movie room, sports bar and lounge
with flat-screen TVs, and pet spa.
There will be two hospitality suites
and a party room, guest suites and
library/meeting room.
Third-and fourth-floor amenities
are designed to soothe mind, body

and soul, with a Zen river garden and
reflecting pool. There’ll also be an
indoor pool, dry sauna and steam
room, and a fitness centre with yoga/
Pilates studio.
Plans also call for a rooftop terrace.
Korman notes the building’s most
dramatic element will be located on
the 32nd level, where a two-storey
atrium will cantilever from the side
of the tower. The space will house a
chai garden with water features, fireplaces and lounge, and floor-to-ceiling windows.
“We thought it would be a great
spot to have a cup of tea or drink, and
look at the city,” says Korman.
“When you have a large complex,
with lots of units in the building of

differing sizes, the best way to give
everyone a view of Yonge and downtown to the lake is to create a public
space up high.”
Back down in 5959 Yonge’s twostorey lobby, a green living wall will
help to further reinforce residents’
connection with the outside world.
“You don’t have a backyard when
you’re in a condo,” says Honey
Ghods, “but here you’ll have these
amenities that invite nature in.”
The exterior of the 5959 Yonge towers will feature a combination of
squares and black and white solids
and voids, which Korman says will
give the building different looks during the day and night.
Ultimately, he predicts, the project

will spur redevelopment on the other corners of Yonge St. and Cummer
Ave. in keeping with the city’s planning vision for the area: to transform
a lacklustre intersection into a transit-oriented urban node on par with
Yonge and Eglinton or Yonge and
Sheppard.
“This will be a prototype for all that
new development.”
And for LED-lit sports courts.

> ONLINE
Watch the video showing the
LED-lit convertible ball court
at 5959 Yonge condos
at thestar.com.

